The Reggio Emilia philosophy
which CDC follows views children
as strong and capable, and uses
an "emergent curriculum” in which
each child is an active partici-
pant. In this series of newsletter
articles entitled "Curriculum Cor-
ner", we will be looking at differ-
ent aspects of the Reggio Emilia
philosophy and how they impact
our work with children and fami-
lies. In future issues we will be

featuring projects from all of our

centers to provide you with further

insight into what the children are
learning. We hope you will enjoy
this window into the classrooms at

CDC!
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In the Reggio Emilia approach, children ex-
plore and discover the world through long-term
projects, which are based upon the children’s
interests and the use of creative arts to ex-
press the children’s learning. Children are
completely engaged because the projects are
something they want to find out more about.
Teachers listen and document the conversa-
tions of the children, identify the children’s in-
terests, and in collaboration with others on the
teaching team, design learning activities to
explore those interests.

7 The learning activities are
developed to facilitate dis-

L3 covery, critical thinking
skills, and problem-solving.

Since the children work

together most of the time,

project work also en-

hances collaboration and

cooperation. Because the

children are interested in

the topic, they are actively

engaged in the discovery

process and real learning

takes place.
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Emergent Curriculum: The Project Approach

Children express their growing knowledge of
subject matter through drawing, painting, clay,
weaving, wire, collage, dramatic play, etc. As
these learning activities take place, teachers
continue to document each child’'s progress, as
well as using the children’s responses to plan
future activities. The Reggio educators refer to
this give-and-take as a “ping-pong ball” that is
tossed back and forth between the children and
the teacher. In addition to providing a quality
learning experience, these projects meet cur-
riculum guidelines set forth by the state in the
Ohio Early Learning Content Standards. As
you review panel documentation, you will find
these Content Standards listed at the bottom of
the panel in red. The drawing at the left is a
child’s drawing in a project which focused on
various countries around the world. The chil-
dren became interested in how people speak in
the country of Japan, and from there, they ex-
amined the cultures of Australia, France, and
others over the next several months. The child
who drew his representation of the Eiffel Tower

was Aidan, age 4 years, 9 months.
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